
            

       
              

             Catholic Daughters of Americas Court Pere Maltrait #1445 
          December 14, 2022 Agenda   
 
1.  Call to order by regent 

2.  Opening prayer led by _____________________________ 
     Pledge of Allegiance led by ___________________________ 
 
3.  Minutes available on church website and at entrance.  Any corrections? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Motion to accept the minutes by _____________________________________ 
Seconded by ____________________________________ .  All in favor “aye”; all opposed 
“nay”.  Motion _____________________. 
 
4.  Treasurer’s report is unavailable at this time as our treasurer Vickie Tate is in rehab. 
 

     Old Business 
 

1.Collection for Bereavement Fund.  Envelope will be circulated if you wish to 
donate. 

2.  CDA Kid collection of $283.00.  Officers went November 29 at 9:30 to Walmart 
and purchased 2 sets of pajamas, daytime and overnight diapers, 2 pairs of shoes, 
5 outfits, socks, a bathtub mat, 2 books, a Musical Mickey Mouse, a stuffed 
Mickey Mouse and a gift card for $18.77 (cash we had left). In addition Julie 
Romero donated one of her stuffed religious dolls and Vickie a blanket and book.  



We delivered the gift to their home Friday morning.  They were both so 
appreciative.  Thank you ladies for your generosity. 
 
3.  Critique of Anniversary Ceremony and reception..  On November 14 Bethany, 
Marlene, and Cynthia delivered the roses and pins to those who had not attended 
the ceremony. Five others were picked at the ceremony by members and brought 
to them. 
      a.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make the event a success. 
      b.  Venola Bernard and Helen Frederick  mistakenly received 30 year pins and  
      rightfully deserved 40 year pins.  Pins have been ordered. 
      c.  The cost of the event.  We had allocated $500.00 for the event, but most of  
      the materials and supplies were donated (paper for invitations and program,  
      the plaque, food for the reception, stamps we had already, cake, punch,     
      flowers, plates, cups, rosary bracelets, and rosary pendants, and candles ).  We  
      only had to pay (from our budget) for the pins ($220) and the photographs for   
      our scrapbook ($50). 
      We would also like to extend sincere thanks to Bethany for her time and  
      talents in sewing ribbons for the honorees.  Without the donations, we would  
      not have had enough money allocated for the ceremony and reception. 
      d.  Suggestions for next year:  recipient list on awards table, creation of family  
      tree for all members for notification, recording of the event (desperately  
      need a historian!), start in February with planning, __________________ 
      ______________________________________________________________ 
      _______________________________________________________________ 
      _______________________________________________________________ 
      e.  What went right?  Invitations and program, ceremony and reception went  
      well,  members were cooperative and helpful,  everyone did their fair share, 
      honorees were so appreciative of our efforts, _________________________ 
       _______________________________________________________________ 
       _______________________________________________________________ 
       f.  What went wrong?  14 of 27 of the honorees were not there; need  
       to get more pictures or videos for the scrapbook;    _____________________ 
       _______________________________________________________________ 
       _______________________________________________________________ 
       We need suggestions on how to improve each of the issues.  If you have any  
       ideas, please inform one of the officers. 



4.  The Food Drive was on December 6, and CDA members could volunteer to 
work any time during the day.  Thanks to all who helped.  We collected at the 
November meeting 152 pounds of food and essentials toward the Food Drive.  
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
5.  Helping Hands delivered meals to Deacon Tom and his family except for 
November 16 and Thanksgiving week.  He was very, very appreciative.   Meals will 
still be needed or discontinued.  We need a chairman for this committee and 
other helping hands to prepare meals.  See me after the meeting if you’re 
interested in serving as chairperson or helping to cook meals. 
 

 
New Business 

 
1.  CDA Pledge for new members 
 
2.  Devotion to Mary vessel returned by Julie Romero and goes to 
___________________. 
 
3.  January 5 Devotion to Mary  
     a. Consecration to Mary :  Cynthia 
     b.  An Opening Prayer to Our Lady ____________________________________ 
     c. Rosary leader + first decade ________________________________ 
     4 other decades: ___________________, ______________,____________,      
     ___________ 
     d.  Chaplet of Tears ______________________________________ 
     e.  Litany of Mary ____________________________________ 
     f.  The Angelus ___________________________________ 
     g.  Chaplet of the Immaculate Heart of Mary ____________________________ 
 
4.  CDA Mass at 10:00 A.M. on January 1 
      Lector:  Zola 
      Eucharistic Minister:  Marion 
      Precious Blood: Dr. Tate and JJ 
 
5.  The cleaning of the churches went extremely well at both Cabrini and Holy 
Rosary on December 9.  Thanks to everyone for a wonderful job.  Our next major 
cleaning will be before Easter (April 9).  We will talk about it at our future 



meetings.  We do need to schedule monthly cleaning of the altar and sacristry so 
volunteers are needed for both Cabrini and Holy Rosary.  Three for each church 
should be sufficient.  Talk to me after the meeting if you’re interested. 
January—Cabrini_____________________________________________________ 
January—Holy Rosary_________________________________________________ 
February—Cabrini____________________________________________________ 
February—Holy Rosary________________________________________________ 
March—Cabrini  _____________________________________________________ 
March—Holy Rosary__________________________________________________ 
 
6.  We are presently updating our membership records.  We need specifically 
information concerning e-mail address, mobile phone number (or one for family 
member who will inform the member of information), and birthdays.  If you have 
any information about any of the following members, message or phone Cynthia 
Vincent at 337-349-1626 or Marlene Dronet at 337-652-5374.  These are the 
ladies we need information from: 
Joyce Braquet   Lorraine Breaux  Mary Ruth Dronet 
Phyllis Duhon   Beverly “Sis” Frederick Helen Frederick 
Alice Girouard   Nancy Greene  Mary Faye Hardy 
Mona Harrington   Elaine Hebert  Olite Ledoux 
Janelle Manceaux   Helen Marceaux  Mary Faye Meaux 
Brendel Mire   Deborah Richard  Annie Romaine 
Patricia Roussel   Eula Schexnider  Lula Sherman 
Harriet Touchet   Janet Touchet  Loretta Trahan 
Annie Vidalier   Ellen Vincent  Jacqueline Vincent 
Donna Zaunbecher 
 
7. We’ve received communication from State Regent Trisha Crombie 
    a.  There have been updates on the health of a number of CDA Kids:  Diocese of  
    Baton Rouge—Emily Dedon, Diocese of Lake Charles—T.J. Schexnayder, Jr. and  
    Diocese of Alexander—Elizabeth Butler. 
    b.  Prayer requests for Rita Taylor’s son-in-law Skip for the removal of his left  
    lung from Court Blessed Fr. Seelos; for Regent Fannie Soileau from Court Sacred  
    Heart of Jesus in Ville Platte with heart blockage; for State Treasurer Dawn  
    Fortenberry’s brother in ICU with major seizure; for Court Our Lady of Good  
    Counsel in Loreauville, regent Jane Thibeaux’s son Matt has passed away; from  
    the Diocese of Houma-Thibocaux CDA Kid Makayla Griffin is n the hospital with  



    complications from RSV and her grandmother Kim has a recurrence of cancer;  
    from Court Pere Maltrait in Kaplan where past regent Gayle Guttry’s brother  
    Michael is ill (and has since passed away); JCDA leader Sophia Simoneaux of St.  
    Theresa of Avila in Gonzales had hip replacement surgery. 
    c.  A new Court Holy Spirit in Mamou was instituted on Sunday, November 13  
    with 32 ladies. 
    d.  Information on the money calendar sales from the state court.  The officers   
    decided not to participate in this fundraiser for the state. 
    e.  Forms for the newsletter and website contest were received.  Since we don’t  
    have either, that is mute.  We’d love to have both but that requires  
    involvement by the membership.  We need volunteers!  See us after the  
    meeting if interested.  We’d love to participate in 2024. 
    f.  Circle of Love forms were sent and are due Feb. 7, 2022. 
         (1)  for leadership 
         (2)  for family 
         (3)  for quality of life 
         (4) for spiritual enhancement .  We’ve participated in this area by nominating  
         Our CDA Mass and Devotion to Mary. 
         (5) for education.  We’ve nominated our Anniversary Project—Our Search  
         Through the Archives. 
         (7) for Youth/JCDA 
    g.  State contests in art, essay, poetry, computer art, music, and photography.   
    Participants had to have forms in by February 1, 2023.  The officers decided to  
    delay participation until 2024 because of the 75th Anniversary and not being  
    prepared.  We need committees to be organized:  rules have to be developed,  
    schools contacted, honoraria decided, local judges selected, etc.  catholic  
    Daughters can even enter in certain categories.  If interested in  
    serving on this committee, contact the regent. 
    h.  The state convention will be held May 4-7 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in  
    Baton Rouge. Our court is entitled to 3 delegates and 6 alternates to the state  
    convention.  The officers have decided not to attend.  If any of you are  
    interested in attending, we have the information for you. 
 
8.  We received communication from Thelma A. Smith, National Office of 
Secretary who verified that our Court was actually instituted on November 16, 
1947, for LA001445. 
 



9.  We received communication from Pam Guidry, District Secretary who mailed 
the audit forms, with copies for regent and treasurer.   
 
10.  We received a letter on November 17 informing us that our nominee for CDA 
Kid was not selected by the Diocese of Lafayette.  They chose Sunjai Lane as the 
2023 CDA Kid for the Diocese of Lafayette.  Sunjai is a four year old child who was 
diagnosed with leukemia in December 2021 and in undergoing treatment at St. 
Jude Children Hospital in Memphis and Our Lady of the Lake in Baton Rouge.  His 
name was submitted from Our Lady of Good Counsel Court #1401 in New Iberia 
and is being submitted to the state for consideration as the 2023 State of 
Louisiana CDA Kid.  We were reminded that our own CDA Kid can be resubmitted 
next year, if we so chose, since he was not selected.  We ask for continued 
prayers for all the CDA Kids throughout the state. 
 
11.  We need to start a rosary ministry for deceased former members and present 
members of our CDA Court.  With enough volunteers we would be able to 
alternate at different funerals.  I have a copy of the Glorious Mysteries which will 
be prayed either at the funeral home or one of the churches.  The need arose on 
November 12 with the death of Mrs. Joyce Faulk, a former CDA member.  We 
would like at least 5 (or more) volunteers.  Angie with either contact me or the 
volunteer to see if available.  See me after the meeting if interested. 
 
12.  The pastor of any parish church in any diocese in the United States is the 
spiritual leader/director of all church organizations.  Our pastors in the past and 
present have been and are chaplains of Catholic Daughters, and Father Mark, in 
addition, is a current member.  As regent, it is my responsibility and duty to 
question the pastor concerning the direction he wishes for our organization and 
to seek his approval or suggestions for our projects.  It was, in fact, Father Mark 
who suggested we alternate CDA masses and wear purple shirts so the 
congregation would know we were involved.  As regent, I will continue to seek his 
counsel and advice in terms of Catholic Daughters. 
 
13.  The length of our meetings.  We, as officers, are very aware that our meetings 
at times are lengthy.  They should maybe last 1-1 ½ hours.  There are some things 
we have done and could do to shorten our meetings.  See suggestions below.   
     a.  Place the minutes, treasurer’s report, and upcoming monthly agenda on    
     holyrosarycabrini.org under Catholic Daughters.  Come prepared for questions.  



     15 minutes at each meeting. 
     c.  Set a timer for the length of the meeting, either for 1 hour or 1 ½ hours as  
     approved by membership.  Once the timer goes off we shut down discussion  
     and say our Consoler Prayer and move to adjourn.  Continue issues at next  
     meeting. 
     d.  You really don’t have to stay for the entire meeting.  You can leave quietly  
     (without informing the regent) if you have family obligations or other concerns.   
     We do wish you would stay as an informed membership is essential to the  
     success of our court.  FYI:  When the officers were first elected (or so we  
     thought in May), there was only 7- 8 members present without a quorum of  
     officers so the election was null and void.  We had to appeal individually to  
     members and get a proxy from an officer (in quarantine due to Covid) so we  
     could have a legal election.  We’ve made great strikes over the last few  
     months; our last meeting we had 23 in attendance with 2 new members.  We  
     hope that can continue.    
     e.  Limit questions, comments, discussion from the members.  Remember we  
     do talk a lot and that takes time.  But in a democracy that happens. 
     f.  Put a muzzle on the regent as she does seem to talk a lot. 
     g.  Any other suggestions that you may have, contact one of the officers to  
     make it known prior to the meeting. 
     This matter will be up for discussion at our January meeting.  Just think and  
     pray about it. 
 
14.  This issue has been under discussion by a few officers over the past few 
months, and with Vickie’s emergency surgery on November 19, I feel it is 
imperative that we address it.  For the next few months, Vickie will be 
recuperating and as treasurer will be unable to write checks until further notice.  
Also I don’t want to put a strain/stress on her recovery.  I had to make 2 checks 
for hurricane relief, from my personal account, as they were due November 30. 
That’s not a problem as I will be reimbursed whenever Vickie returns.  But she 
and I are the only ones authorized to sign checks from our account.  Also we do 
realize that a situation like this can happen to any one of us.  So we would like to 
propose an assistant to the treasurer, financial secretary, recording secretary, and 
regent.  These assistants could be officers in training if you think you would like to 
serve in the future, may be interested in learning about the responsibilities of the 
office, or just want to offer help in your free time.  For example,  



         a.  Bethany’s assistant would type the minutes from the meeting, have them 
verified by Bethany and me, make corrections if necessary, and place them on a 
flash drive to submit to Ashley in the office. 
         b.  Vickie’s assistant would be authorized to make checks and mail .   
Preferably that person would have some accounting or banking experience.  You 
would also have to work closely with Marlene to double check expenses and 
deposits. 
        c.  Marlene needs help in making phone calls and updating our records with 
both old and new members, and chairing the Fundraising Committee. 
        d.  And I, the regent, need help in preparing the agenda for upcoming 
meetings, typing, planning our events, etc.  that person would need 
organizational skills and time. 
        We ask you to think and pray about it.  The issue will not be placed formally 
on the agenda until January.  By then we might have more information on how to 
deal with this issue.    
      

Announcements 
 
1.  Keep informed with CDA on Facebook, the bulletin, and holyrosarycabrini.org.  
Scroll to the bottom and click Catholic Daughters to access minutes of previous 
meetings, the Anniversary Project articles, and the upcoming agenda for our 
monthly meetings.  Be prepared for our meetings. 

2.  See list for rosary prayers and birthdays below. 

          Conclusion of Meeting 

1.Door prizes:  __________________________, ___________________________,  

_________________________________ 

You might start considering donating an item, possibly a religious item, valued at 
$10-$15 for the door prizes.  We do have enough until April.   

2.  Consoler Prayer led by _________________________________ 

3.  Motion to adjourn our meeting and to gather for our social.  Motion by 
_________________ and seconded by _________________________.  All in favor 
“aye”; all opposed “nay”.  Motion ____________________. 
 



              Important Dates 

January 1     CDA Mass at 10:00 A.M at Holy Rosary 

January 5    Devotion to Mary 

January 12    CDA monthly meeting at Cabrini Hall 

January    Cleaning of altars and sacristy 

 

 

 Rosary for November 

Note:  Catholic Daughters are asked to pray the rosary every day during her 

assigned week. 

Week 1:  Patricia Roussel, Eula Schexnider, Lula Sherman, Eva Simon 

Week 2:  Vickie Tate, Harriet Touchet, Janet Touchet, Loretta Trahan 

Week 3:  Zola Turner, Cynthia Vincent, Ellen Vincent, Jacqueline Vincent 

Week 4:  Donna Zaunbrecher, new members at November meeting 

    Rosary for December 

Week 1 6-12):  Geralyn Abshire, Jerry Abshire, Bethany Arnau 

Week 2(13-19):  Venola Bernard, Lori Blanchard, Lorna Bourque 

Week 3 (20-26):  Margarite Bourque, Joyce Braquet, Lorraine Breaux 

Week 4 (27-Jan 3):  Susan Briolo, Marlene Broussard, Carolyn Doucet 

                                       Rosary for January 

Week 1 (January 1-7)  Mary Ruth Dronet, Marlene Dronet, Phyllis Duhon    

Week 2 (January 8-January 14) Tammie Fontaine, Vicki Foreman, Beverly “Sis” 
Frederick 

Week 3 (January 15-January 21) Helen Frederick, Alice Girouard, Nancy Greene 



Week 4 (January 22-January 28) Melissa Guidry, Barbara Gayle Guttry, Mary Faye 
Hardy 

Week 5 (January 29-February4) April Hargrave, Mona Harrington, Elaine Hebert  

Birthdays  

November:  Bethany Arnau, Lorna Bourque, Deborah Richard, Jeanette Simon, 
Janet Touchet, Ellen Vincent 

December:  Alice Girouard, Barbara Gayle Guttry, Annie Romaine, Annie Vidalier 

January:  Vicki Foreman, Brendel Mire, Julie Romero, Cynthia Vincent 


